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slums of Kanpur and Prayagraj’ was conducted in July 2021 by Outline India with due support
from Sightsavers India. The aim was to understand the on-ground scenario with regards to
eye health in the urban slums of Uttar Pradesh (UP) thereby aiding in the reduction of
avoidable blindness in the urban slums of Kanpur, and Prayagraj, UP.



Commissioned by Sightsavers India, this report represents the joint effort of many individuals,
including Sightsavers on field staff across Kanpur and Prayagraj of Uttar Pradesh and Outline
India’s field staff and researchers, who persisted to get robust good quality data in spite of
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We hope the findings of this assessment can assist and inform Sightsavers India in alleviating
the challenges of avoidable blindness among the indigent people especially among the
vulnerable sections such as women and children living in the urban slums.
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Executive Summary
The Urban Eye Health project is a comprehensive eye care project which has been
conceptualized in accordance with Sightsavers plans and policies which aim at alleviating the
challenges

of

avoidable

blindness

among

the

indigent

people

especially

among

the

vulnerable women and children living in the urban slum areas of India. With this background
the aim of this assessment was to explore and understand the status of eye health services
for avoidable causes of blindness (refractive error and cataract) from the perspective of
accessibility, availability and affordability among the population residing in urban slums of
Kanpur and Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh. The assessment also tried to explore the knowledge,
attitude, and practices of the slum population regarding eye health. The study entailed
quantitative data collection from a total of
of 6 ASHA workers and

slum-dwellers, in-depth interviews with a total

focused group discussions with slum-dwellers.  



In terms of knowledge about eye-care, respondents from Prayagraj were found to be
relatively more inclined towards the belief of prevention of poor vision with timely
intervention. However, across both the districts,

men and

women believed that

regular eye check-ups are not required if the vision is good.  



In the quantitative survey, almost

(

from Prayagraj and

from Kanpur)

respondents mentioned that someone in their household has suffered from an eye-related
problem in the past one (1) year. Amongst these,
ailment was related to reduced vision, whereas

respondents mentioned that the eye
and

mentioned that the problem

was acute and chronic respectively. 



Across both the study locatio
Only

respondents claimed to have been prescribed glasses.

of the people who bought glasses accepted not wearing the glasses due to reasons

including - feeling shy, discomfort while wearing the glasses and breakage. Moreover,
and

female and male respondents respectively stated that they have been diagnosed

with cataract. However, the percentage of women prescribed for surgery is less than that of
men.


To access the full report write to us on contact@outlineindia.com
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